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MEMURANDUM FOR: Directar of Central -zelligence

SUBJECT: Presidentiai Response 10 Quéery Concernln
U-2 Overflight Polix

l. This memorandum corizlns a recommendationzor your o:
sideration. Such recom:rendaticui L3 containea in paragraph 5,

z. There is - --ays a soss.bility that n his press confe: ace
Pre . ..ent will be ¢~ ~w=d concerning his policy with regard to U~ e
flig. - of *ha Sovizt Ui om.  The prebability of this issue zeing re’ .o
wou 1 e hsightess by oo [.\[ 1nc1den¢ ~hich would again fooas attenu:
on* - UJ-2 bute.c : ;e o7 such an incident it ¢ - onside . s«

hign v des: - zble thaw vu- ; provided in advanc - 4 Tespo
wor: . in ouch marres s to zfford the least inhibitior to iotire atelli &

coii. .on activitie: decmed essentiid to national securitv.

3. of its pertine:.ce there is attached = & verbsi 2 e .ge
betw. . .2 F: ~anedy and .. vsrmer at his press cer. :rence c. e
25 . ary caould be nots . that, contrary to pogilicr assur: - f:

Pro. znt® iict »ot make 2 oy pledge or give ary assurance, il

. pui.acly, that tb »re w o . be no furiner »werflights., Tle "imited his re. se
) L0 a staterment that e 2’ ordered tanat tiie flights not be -ssumed. An oT,

atil countsrmanded.

4, Iu - of ti.é foregoing, it is pronesed that if the Presiden
is “ueried on thi: .atter he respond with the fi "oving statemen+ ‘.his
m.., :lso heip s :et the record straight):
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'"As you are all awure, Fresident Kennedy at his
news conference on 25 Ja.z.. sy :%6%, stated that he had
ordered that such flights not be resumed. That order
has never been countermanded and so far as I am con-
cerned is still in effect. "

If the questioner should pursue the matter by asking under what conditions
might the order be countermanded and such flights resumed, it is proposed
that the President answer as follows:

"I taink it would pe highly inappropriate for me
to speculate on any such purely aypothetical future

situation. "

5. Recomraendcation:

That the President be briefed on the possibility that the U-< o =
flight »olicy issue may be raised at somc future press conference and -
he be prepared to respond with the statements proposed in paragraph 4 wpove.

il sioned by 25X1A

bL-L/ ALBERT D, WHEELON
Deputy Director
(Science and Technology)
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